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All Saints’ Primary School 01284 828223   
Little Saplings Pre-school  hello@lawshalllittlesaplings.co.uk 01284 652 344 
All Saints’ Church - Rev'd Matthew Lawson    01787 310845 (Long Melford)  

Catholic Church 01284 754358  *  Free Church, Paul Mitchell  01284 828694  
Village Hall Lottery Co-ordinator:  Leanne Hornby 01284 830895 

Lawshall Archives: Elizabeth Clarke  07813 430985 elizlawshall@btinternet.com 
Local History Recorder: Valerie Monk 07961 816605 

Willows Residential Care Home 01284 830665          
 Green Light Trust Office 01284 830829  *   

Lawshall Community Woodlands - Forest For Our Children - Hana Jones  07813 984970 
  

The Swan Public House  01284 828477  
Newspaper delivery - Sicklesmere Stores Ltd 01284 386303 

 
Excelan Chauffeur Services 01284 789503  /  07816 663 542 

A1 Cars 24 hr Taxi  01284 766777     Greenline Travel 07754 298690                        
Traveline 0871 200 22 33 

 
Anglian Water emergencies / enquiries 0845 7145145  

UK Power Networks Emergency number:  0800 31 63 105 
EDF Electricity emergencies 0800 7838838 

Babergh District Council  Helpline 0300 123 4000 
   Suffolk County Council  0345 606 6067 

 
Police:  Bury Police Station 701284 74100    

 Crime Stoppers  0800 555111  
Police HQ main switchboard (non-emergency) 01473 613500 

contact baberghwest.snt@suffolk.pnn.police.uk Tel 101 or 999 for emergency 
Suffolk Fire Service  01473 260588  e-mail: fire.admin@suffolk.gov.uk  

 
Citizens Advice Bureau  01284 753675    

Samaritans  116123  (Freephone) 
The Suffolk Advice and Support Line 0800 068 3131  

 
Bury Train Station Customer Service 0845 600 7245 

BBC Radio Suffolk 0800 1412121     
Tourist Information 01284 764667 

Bury Leisure Centre 01284 753496     
  Bury Library 01284 732255 

 
Local Doctors: Glemsford Practice 01787 280484  

Long Melford Practice  01787 378226 
Mount Farm Surgery, Moreton Hall, Bury  01284 769643      

NHS Direct 111 for urgent (non-emergency ) medical help   
  West Suffolk Hospital switchboard 01284 713000,  A&E 01284 713333 

St Nicholas’ Hospice 01284 766133.  Patients’ Line 01284 725700 
 

Local Vets: Swayne & Partners (BSE) 01284 701444, (Melford) 01787 370773  
Eastgate Vet Group (BSE) 01284 753961 
Moreton Hall (BSE) Vets 01284 747000 

HANDY LOCAL NUMBERS 

  

 

www.lawshallvillagehall.co.uk 
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This magazine is published by  

Lawshall Village Hall Management Committee.  

We reserve the right to edit, shorten or refuse any item submitted for publication and cannot be 

held responsible for the accuracy of any claims made by advertisers.  

 

Copy deadline for the May 2025 magazine   

6pm Thursday 17th April - earlier welcome! 

Copy should be emailed to the editor, Julia Keys at  

editorofranda@gmail.com     mobile 07799373454 

 

To place an advertisement in this magazine  

please contact  Leanne Hornby at leanneandpeter2@gmail.com     

Telephone 01284 830895 or at Hills Farm, Bury Road, IP29 4PJ 
 

Black and White Adverts:   price per issue: 
 

      Quarter page (9x6cm)    £6              Half page  ( 9x12.5cm)   £10  

       Full page (18x12.5cm)  £20             Back  cover £30 per issue 
 

   Wanted / For Sale -  £2 per entry; Lost or Found items - Free of charge 

Welcome to the Village, Births, Marriages, Deaths -  free of charge, just let the 

editor know. 

              Check out our website at http://www.lawshallvillagehall.co.uk 

To discuss anything about the website                                                               

please contact Jenna Kitchen on 01284 830022 

 

The proceeds from this magazine will go towards the upkeep and                         

improvement of Lawshall Village Hall, registered charity number 304911 

VILLAGE HALL HIRE CHARGES 

Lawshall residents...  £15 per hour   Other users..... £17 per hour 

Groups regularly using the hall on a weekly or monthly basis… £12 per hour 

Groups that are not regular users… £17 per hour 

Children’s parties £47 for four hours, to include setting up and clearing away. 

Booking Secretary: Leanne Hornby 01284 830895 leanneandpeter2@gmail.com 
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Village Hall Management Committee 

Chairman:    Peter Ward  07931 898326  
Secretary:   Rosemary Riches. 01284 830757 richesrosemary32@gmail.com 

Treasurer and Booking Secretary: Leanne Hornby 01284 830895                                        
leanneandpeter2@gmail.com      

Caretaker: Sharon Marshall 01284 830182  07943 215537 

Committee Members:    Ian Carrington 01284 830497,  Julian Delefortrie 07976 313137 

Wendy Harris 01284 830449,  Julia Keys 07799 373454,  Jenna Kitchen 01284 830022    
 

Lawshall Parish Council  www.lawshall.suffolk.gov.uk/  

Chairman: Mark Anson 07990 773469  Vice-Chair: Catherine Baynton 07799 364147     
 Parish Clerk: Louisa Mower   07761 737649 lawshallpcclerk@outlook.com 

   Councillors: Juliet Frost 07790 231136  Andrew Irish 01284 827500  Melvin Coe 07850 
445890 and Robert Staveley 07717 197137  

District Clllrs:  Stephen Plumb. email: Stephen.Plumb@babergh.gov.uk and  

Michael Holt. email: Michael.Holt@babergh.gov.uk       

County Cllr: Richard Kemp 01787 378149  Richard.kemp@suffolk.gov.uk 
 

 

Village Clubs and Organisations - held in the Village Hall 

Lawshall Carpet Bowls: every 1st and 3rd Mon 2-4pm ; contact 07976 313 137 

Lawshall Ladies : meetings once per month,  days vary, 7pm for contact see p29 

Table Tennis    Wednesdays 7.30pm, Contact Julian on 07976 313 137 
 

Not in VH: Coldham Hall FC / Cricket - Contact Chris Toole;  loftytoole@yahoo.co.uk or 
Ben Atkinson  on 07921 837296     www.hartestandcoldhamcc.blogspot.co.uk  

 

 

Lawshall Postal Collections 

All six postboxes are now collected at the same times  Mon - Fri  9am; Sat 7am 

Coldham,   The Glebe,  Lambs Lane/Rectory Corner,  Lawshall Green   

Donkey Lane, School/The Street. NO Sunday collections.  
 

 

Chambers Bus Times route 375 ~ Lawshall to Bury:  every Wednesday  

From Sudbury bus Stn 09.15, Lawshall School 9.57, arriving BSE Bus Stn 10.24 
Return from Bury Bus Stn 13.00, arr Lawshall school 13.27,  Sudbury bus Stn 14.10 

 
 

 Felix Sudbury Bus Timetable (Thursday only) 
Leaving The Street at 9.40am & return trip leaving Sudbury bus station at 12.45pm. 

 
 

Library Vans    Email: help@suffolklibraries.co.uk Tel 01473 351249 

Route 7: Thursdays, 3 April, 1 and 29 May - Free Church 9.50-10.20am, Swanfields 
10.25am-10.40am & Village Hall car park 10.45am-11.25am.  

Route 10: Tuesdays, 8 April, 6 May, 3 June  Melons Green,12.50-1.05pm  
    

Refuse Collection 
Early every Monday or Friday morning alternating weekly with blue bin & black bin  

(Tuesday/Saturday morning collection in week following a bank holiday). 

USEFUL VILLAGE CONTACTS & INFORMATION 

http://www.hartestandcoldhamcc.blogspot.co.uk
mailto:help@suffolklibraries.co.uk?subject=Mobile%20library%20enquiry
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James Cartlidge MP 

James Cartlidge is the 

Conservative MP for 

South Suffolk, and has 

been an MP continuously since 7 

May 2015. He currently undertakes 

the role of Shadow Secretary of 

State for Defence. 
 

Contact via his Parliamentary Office:   

House of Commons,  

London,  

SW1A 0AA 
 

020 7219 4875 

james.cartlidge.mp@parliament.uk 

https//:twitter.com/cartlidgemp 

If you use the services of an advertiser in Round & 

About, please let them know you saw them here! 

Is this you? 

If you have book

-keeping and   

admin skills and 

could spare 

some time to help Lawshall 

Village Hall, we would love 

to hear from you.   

For an informal chat and 

role description, please  

contact Peter Ward at:    

peterjoward@hotmail.com 
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Editorial    

Hello everyone and welcome to the April edition of Round & About Lawshall. 

I usually try to achieve an upbeat introduction to every edition of R&A, but 

this month I find myself feeling more reflective.  Although, as a relatively   

recent arrival to the village, I never met Ray Debenham, I know that many 

people were saddened by his recent death and it is fitting that this month 

Elizabeth has used her archives pages to write about her brother and his life-

long involvement in village life.  You will find her text, together with photos 

from the village archive on p14-15.    

On p21 you can find out more about the work of the Green Light Trust, which 

is based at the Foundry on Bury Road.  While I was teaching in Great      

Cornard I was aware of students who were not well enough to attend school 

and who benefited from the wellness support and opportunities the charity 

offers. 

On p6 there are details of the Big Breakfast being organised by Jacqui Ward 

in support of Cancer UK on Sunday April 13th.  Booking is required, so do 

take a look at p6 and join in if you can.  

Easter is unusually late this year, so hopefully by the time the long weekend 

arrives, temperatures will have risen and we can all get out and enjoy our 

beautiful village.  Although there will not be an Easter Sunday service in   

Lawshall, a donkey is due to appear at the Palm Sunday service on the 13th 

April and on Good Friday at 9.00 there will be a walk with the cross from 

Lambs Lane to the church.  Full details can be found on p23. 

Finally, if you would like to find out more about your Village Hall, do come 

along to the AGM on Monday 28th.  Full details on p7. 

With very best wishes, 

Julia 

Contents 

5 What's on 19 Bird Notes 

6-7 Village Hall 21 Green Light Trust 

9 & 11 Parish Council   23 All Saints’ Church 

13 In your garden... 25 Lawshall Community Woodland 

14-15 From the Archives 29 Lottery Results 

https://members.parliament.uk/constituency/3751/overview
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     The Swan Inn 
 

 

 
 

Come and join us over the 

Easter long weekend!  

Don’t forget we serve  

breakfast Fridays and     

Sundays, roasts on Sundays 

and woodfired pizza on 

Thursday and Saturdays.   

Call 01284 828 477 for all bookings. 
 

 Laura and Lawrence 

www.swaninnlawshall.com                  

email: theswanlawshall@gmail.com 

29 

 

Apologies to all lottery members for the failure to update lottery winners in 

last month’s copy of R&A.  Winners from January were inadvertently copied 

over.  Below are the winners for February (which were published correctly on 

the VH website), followed by the latest winners from the March draw.   

 

 

 

 

 

March 2025 Draw 

1st Prize £50 E Wright 292 

2nd Prize £20 Mr Prout 59 

3rd Prize £10 E Clarke 147 

4th Prize £10 G Cooper 107 

5th Prize £10 P Sparrow 53 

Lawshall Village Hall Draw Results 

February 2025 Draw 

If you would like to support your Village Hall lottery download an application 
form from the village hall website at  

http://lawshallvillagehall.co.uk/lottery-2/   
Or contact:  Leanne Hornby on 01284 830895  

Thank you to Ian Carrington who co-ordinates the collectors.  

1st Prize £50 I Copping 149 

2nd Prize £20 R Riches 104 

3rd Prize £10 M Jones 323 

4th Prize £10 J Edgar 430 

5th Prize £10 P Branch 21 

file:///C:/Users/julia/OneDrive/Documents/R and A/January 25/R&A January 25.pub
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What’s On in Lawshall in April 2025 

  Coming up…   

   

Tuesday 8th 7.30pm Parish Council Meeting in the Village Hall p9 

Monday 14th 7pm 
Lawshall Ladies - Watercolour        

Demonstration in the Village Hall 
p19 

Wednesday 16th       

10.30am - 12.30pm 
Community Café in the Village Hall p6 

Friday 25th 2-4pm Community Friday at the Village Hall p10 

Sunday 27th 9.30-12.30 

Lawshall Community Woodland working 

to protect the hazel stools which were 

coppiced last winter 

p25 

 * Please note there will be no Bingo in April  

   

  Regular events…   

      

Monday 2pm 
Carpet Bowls, April 7th and 28th in the 

Village Hall 
  

Monday and Wednesday 

7.30 - 9.30pm 
Table Tennis in the Village Hall   

Tuesday 10 - 12.15am Pilates in the Village Hall p16 

Wednesday - fortnightly Knit, Knot & Natter at the Swan p21 

Wednesday 5.40 - 6.30 
Please note the Fish & Chip Van is taking 

a break - see  p10 for details 
  

Thursday 5-8pm - fortnightly 
Mexican Food Van in the Village Hall   

Carpark  03/04,  17/04/  01/05 
 

Friday 3-4pm 
Fresh Fish Van - John Skelly visits     

Lawshall  
 

   

  Dates for your diary…   

   

Friday 16th May Bingo at the Village Hall  

Wednesday 21st May Community Café  in the Village Hall 

Friday 23rd May Community Friday in the Village Hall 

Sunday 25th May Community Woodland  
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Hanningfield Green,  

Lawshall,  

Ip29 4qd 

 

Just a Thought.... 
 

It’s during this month that we particularly remember the most important 

weekend of human history, which is the death and resurrection of the Lord 

Jesus Christ; planned from the very beginning when God created the earth 

(Revelation 13 verse 8). It has prompted someone to pen the following  

poem.  

Have you ever thought of what Easter really means,  

of the awful cross and the resurrection scenes.  

Jesus came from the peace of heaven to a sinful earth,  

to fulfil God’s promise by a virgin birth.  
 

He came to die was His foremost thought,  

so that into His Father’s presence we could be brought.  

He was beaten, He was scorned, and was spat upon too;  

all that He endured was for me and for you.  
 

As Jesus was nailed to that cross of wood,  

if only we clearly understood,  

that the pain and agony He did bear,  

was by His love and through His pain-filled prayer.  
 

As you open your Easter card or your chocolate egg,  

please take thought of the true Easter, I beg.  

Jesus died that we might live; only He could pay the price,  

as the way back to God is through Jesus, who is that perfect sacrifice.  
 

Jesus has done what we could not do,  

and provides a way to God for me and for you.  

So, as your thoughts are drawn to Easter today,  

seek Jesus to be your Saviour; He’s the Life, the Truth, and the Way.  

We invite you to our Sunday morning services which are from 11.00 to 12.00 to 

find out more about the Lord Jesus Christ and why He came to earth. We also 

run a “Little Treasures” parent and toddler group on a Thursday morning 10.00 

to 12.00 during school term.  



26 

 

Based in Lawshall 

 

Contact Tim Cox on: 

M 07776205346       

T 01284 831042 

 

info@angliapestmanagement.co.uk 

www.angliapestmanagement.co.uk 

 Adam Kemp BA Hons  
  DipPFS Cert.CII (MP&ER)       

   AMAS Investments Ltd (Director) 
 

  Please contact for  

free financial and 

  mortgage advice  
 

01284 724013 opt7     

  07988 961240  
 

   Adam.kemp@amas.co.com 

 

Richard Kemp 

County Councillor 
01787 378149 

Richard.Kemp@suffolk.gov.uk 

7 

 

 

LAWSHALL VILLAGE HALL 

agm AND Open evening 

Monday 28th April 7pm-9pm 

 

Everyone welcome 

We look forward to seeing you! 

 

 

• Find out more about groups that regularly use the hall 

• Hear about forthcoming entertainment 

• Have your say - What would you like to see happening at 

the hall? 

• Find out how you could get involved 
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All Domestic Plumbing Work Undertaken 

Full Bathroom Installation and Tiling Service 

Oil Appliance Commissioning, Servicing, Repair / Replace-

ment 

Domestic & Non-domestic Oil Storage and Supply Installa-

tion 

Central Heating Installations 

Unvented Cylinders Installed 

References Available on Request 

W A T E R S O N  

Plumbing & Heating  
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This month sees spring on its way even if 

winds can be chilly and the weather     

unpredictable.  The lengthening days and 

an element of warmth encourages wildlife 

to stir.  Some birds will have already  

started to nest or are about to,             

amphibians are moving to ponds to breed 

and when the sun shines, insects are on 

wing, some looking for early sources of 

nectar. 

New leaves begin to unfurl in the hedgerows and woodlands and some early 

flowering plants are in evidence providing a splash of colour.  From now on 

nature really steps up her game for time is of the essence as by the end of 

June much of the activity of creating new life will be over. 

The small pond has received an extensive ‘make-over’ and it will be           

interesting to watch the colonisation of this larger water body over the coming 

months.  Hopefully great crested newts will return to use it as a breeding 

pond.  These are protected by law which is why pond work must be           

undertaken during the winter months when they are hibernating on land.  

They have been absent from the pond for a number of years probably       

because it has dried out during recent summers. 

At the next woodland management morning on the last Sunday of the month 

we will be looking to protect the hazel stools which were coppiced last winter. 

Do come along. Refreshments are always provided. 

 

Adrian Walters 

Lawshall Community Woodlands  

Forest for Our Children 

 District Councillors for Chadacre Ward: 

Stephen Plumb  stephen.plumb@babergh.gov.uk   and  

                                        Michael Holt   Michael.Holt@babergh.gov.uk 

Dcllr Stephen Plumb holds a Ward Surgery in Glemsford every 3rd  

Friday and everyone is welcome to attend with any queries or questions. 

mailto:stephen.plumb@babergh.gov.ek
mailto:michael.holt@babergh.gov.uk
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LAWSHALL PARISH COUNCIL  

A134 Closures and Diversions  

Lawshall Parish Council urges residents to let us know of any incidents     

related to poor driving or any damage caused to properties, roads or verges 

by these. Please email lawshallpcclerk@outlook.com and also report them 

online at https://highwaysreporting.suffolk.gov.uk/  

Great British Spring Clean 

Please come along and help out between 10.30 and 12.30 on Sunday the 6
th
 

of April to give Lawshall a spring clean. (We’ll be meeting outside the Village 

Hall). See Facebook for further information (Lawshall Neighbourhood Group).  

Useful Online Reporting Tools 

Many issues can be reported online by residents at                                

https://www.babergh.gov.uk/report-online including potholes, overgrown  

vegetation, littering and fly tipping.   Floods can be reported at              

https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/roads-and-transport/flooding-and-drainage/report-

a-flood-in-suffolk.  Local road closure information can be found at          

https://suffolk.roadworks.org/.  

PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

Planning applications are discussed in meetings, but the Parish Council can 

only submit their own comments. There is an ‘Application search, track and 

comment’ tool at www.babergh.gov.uk/planning which residents can use to 

find out more detail and make their own comments. 

APPLICATION FOR PLANNING PERMISSION DC/25/00103: Householder 

Application. Erection of rear-side single storey extension including roof lights 

and front porch. Fieldfare, Shimpling Road, Lawshall. No objections from 

Lawshall Parish Council. 

PLANNING PERMISSION GRANTED DC/25/00002: Householder Applica-

tion. Erection of single storey rear extension and front porch with open timber 

canopy. 1 Brands Lane, Lawshall, IP29 4SF.  

APPLICATION FOR PLANNING PERMISSION WITHOUT COMPLIANCE 

OF CONDITIONS DC/25/00854:  

Erection of workshop building following demolition and removal of existing 

buildings. Land At, Corner Farm, Lawshall Road. Comments invited by 

March 20
th
 2025. 

mailto:lawshallpcclerk@outlook.com
https://highwaysreporting.suffolk.gov.uk/
https://www.babergh.gov.uk/report-online
https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/roads-and-transport/flooding-and-drainage/report-a-flood-in-suffolk
https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/roads-and-transport/flooding-and-drainage/report-a-flood-in-suffolk
file:///C:/Users/julia/OneDrive/Documents/R and A/February 25/R&A February 25.pub
http://www.babergh.gov.uk/planning
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SICKLESMERE STORES AND POST OFFICE 

Open   Monday to Friday 8am-5.30pm  Post office  
 closes at 5.20pm to prepare for the last postal collection 

Weekends and Bank Holidays   9am – 12 noon  
 Post Office is closed every Sunday and Bank Holiday 
  

Parking available for customers during shop opening hours 

• HOME DELIVERY OF NEWSPAPERS AND MAGAZINES 7 DAYS 

PER WEEK INCLUDING  BANK HOLIDAYS (EXCLUDES         

CHRISTMAS DAY) 

• CASH WITHDRAWALS, BILL PAYMENTS, 

• CAR TAX, MOBILE TOP-UPS, ELECTRIC KEY PAYMENTS,  

•  MOST POST OFFICE SERVICES OFFERED 
 

LOTTERY, OFF LICENCE, TOBACCO 

LOGS, COAL, KINDLING, HOTTIES AND SALT 

TAKEAWAY HOT DRINKS, ICE CREAMS, SANDWICHES, SNACKS & 

MORE 

   *     AGENTS for DRY CLEANING, ALTERATIONS and REPAIRS    

  **    NOW SELLING LOCAL HONEY FROM WHEPSTEAD 

CONTACT US ON 01284 386303 DURING OPENING HOURS 

 

All Saints’ Church 

April services at All Saints’ Lawshall: 

• Sunday 6th April, 4pm: Wild Church, Frithy Wood 

• Sunday 13th April  4pm:  Family Palm Sunday service, with guest 

appearance from a donkey 

• Friday 18th April, 9am: Walk with the cross, from the crossroads at Lambs Lane to 

the Church 

• Sunday 27th April  6.30pm: Evening Communion at All Saints, Lawshall 

 

Please keep an eye on the website and Facebook page for details of services at other 

churches in the Benefice. 

For general enquiries please contact: Revd. Matthew Lawson 01787 310 845 or Jean 

Clements Churchwarden  01284 828 423.  For more information on the services and  

other events being held by All Saints’ Church in Lawshall, please check out: 

our Facebook page: www.facebook.com/AllSaintsLawshall                                         

or website: www.achurchnearyou.com/all-saints-lawshall 

http://www.facebook.com/AllSaintsLawshall
http://www.achurchnearyou.com/all-saints-lawshall
http://www.achurchnearyou.com/all-saints-lawshall
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Ground Work       

& Plant Hire 

Mini Digger & Driver for Hire 

Driveways & Pathways 

Drainage Work 

Footings & Over-sites 

Garden & Site Clearance 

C S Contractors 

108 Horringer Road 

Bury St Edmunds IP33 2DP 

 

01284 724048 

Mobile 07720 843577 

TIME FOR YOU ™ 
DOMESTIC CLEANING 

Are you tired of cleaning?  

We have the 

right cleaner 

waiting  

to help  

you. 

Regular  - Weekly - Cleaner 

01359 258991 

Typically £16 per hour 

www.timeforyousuffolk.co.uk 

 

       Kevin Seggie 

Electrical  Services 
Bury Road, Lawshall 

Tel 01284 830 786 

Mobile: 07768108157  

Email: kevinseggie@yahoo.com  

  

 Part P registered with NICEIC  
Qualified 18th Edition Regulations  

  
*10% discount                                             

for Lawshall residents* 

 

 Testing & Inspection 

Portable Appliance Testing  

Rewires; New Build 

New Consumer Units, CCTV 

21 

 

Green Light Trust 
 

Hello to everyone in Lawshall from the Green Light Trust! 

As your local environmental wellbeing charity, we like to keep you updated 

with what we’re up to across our camps. 

At the beginning of the month we celebrated World Wildlife Day, an annual 

day that highlights the importance of plants and wildlife. At Green Light Trust 

our staff and participants will often come across some weird and wonderful 

creatures and in recent weeks members have spotted a drinker moth, a 

common lizard and even a white pheasant! 

What wildlife have you seen around the village lately? 

The wonderful work with our participants continues, and recently we had a 

participant running a craft activity at The Willows residential home. The group 

made some stunning natural wreaths, perfect 

decorations in time for Spring. 

We also caught up with one of our post-16 education 

participants who said: 

‘Green Light Trust has helped me become more    

independent and I feel like I have developed into the 

young adult I hoped to be. Most importantly, they 

have helped me realise that I am proud to be me, and 

being me is always enough.’ 

Our programmes are tailored to the needs of the individual to help them grow 

and reach their full potential. We believe 

it’s important to improve social skills and 

personal confidence as well as general 

health and wellbeing. 

Knit Knot & Natter  
Every other Wednesday at The Swan.  New members welcome.   
For the date of our next meeting email editorofranda@gmail.com 

The Suffolk Advice and Support Line is open 9am to 5pm Monday 

to Friday. Call 0800 068 3131 if you are worrying about your bills, your 

job or your home as a result of the cost of living crisis. 

mailto:kevinseggie@yahoo.com
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                                  In your garden… 

As Debbie takes a break from her regular column, here are some tips I have gleaned 

from April editions of gardening magazines I have gathered over years.  I knew they 

would come in handy one day! 

As the weather warms and our gardens spring into life it is time to get 

sowing, pruning and preparing for the growing season ahead. 

• Prune hardy Fuchsia back to healthy buds.  This will promote 

new growth for flowering later this summer and stop them  

getting woody. 

• Ensure vibrant stem colour for next winter by pruning back 

Cornus and Salix hard now.  Cut to just above the previous year’s growth, or   

5-10cm from the ground. 

• Autumn-sown Sweet Peas can be planted out, but it is not too late to sow fresh 

seed.  Pinch out shoot tips once they reach 7-10 cm to encourage them to 

branch out. 

• Hardy container-grown trees, shrubs and herbaceous plants can be planted 

now while the soil is moist and warming up. 

If like me, you are more interested in growing plants you can eat, now is the time to 

get seriously sowing.  Many herbs and vegetables can successfully be grown in pots 

and containers, so don’t let the lack of a ‘plot’ put you off.  My personal top tip would 

be to always check whether plants are frost tolerant - frosts often occur until the    

middle of May, so always check, and if possible, bring any seedlings you are nurturing 

inside at night until the possibility of frost has passed.  There are many gardeners 

offering advice online, my Youtube favourites include Benedict Vanheems, Charles 

Dowding and Steve Richards, but perhaps you have your own?   

Happy Gardening! - Julia 
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From the Archives April 2025 
 

It is with great sadness on behalf of myself, and his children, that I write of 

the death of my brother Ray Debenham of Coopers Farm.  Ray’s funeral was 

held on the last day of February and there was a wonderful turn out of people 

at All Saints’ Church.  Ray was born at Coopers Farm on Melford Road in 

1958 and farmed all his life on the same land that was farmed for the past 

100 years, by our father Gerald and our grandfather Spencer.  Ray attended 

both Lawshall and Shimpling schools and then continued his education at 

Clare and Sudbury.  There was never any doubt that he would continue to 

farm the land when our father died in 1973, when Ray was just 14 years old. 

The engineering knowledge that his father Gerald had passed onto him and 

an apprenticeship at Barclay Motors served Ray well for the rest of his life. 

He had a passion for engineering and vintage machinery as well as Burrell 

Traction Engines.  Ray was a true village man, his knowledge of the village 

was put to good use during the many years he was a member of the Parish 

Council.  He also did work in the village, grass cutting, hedge work, snow 

clearing and often helping people when they first moved to the village.  His 

sudden death was a shock to us all.   Many of you will have seen him driving 

his replica Burrel Traction Engine round the village.   

 

Building the first of three replica engines 

took a number of years as it took a long 

time to make the wooden patterns used 

to create the castings. These Traction 

engines are a testament to Ray’s       

dedication, engineering skills and    

craftsmanship.  

 

The replicas are of the engine on 

the next page, one that grandfather 

used on the farm and was kept at 

the engineering works at The 

Foundry on Bury Road, now the 

headquarters of Green Light Trust.  
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                                                                                                                               Bird Notes 

Last month I wrote that we would expect our first chiffchaffs 

in the second week of March.  However, some seem to 

have arrived earlier this year as we saw and heard one 

singing at Lackford lakes on the 3rd March, and the first one 

we saw in Lawshall was in Golden wood three days later.  By the 9th March 

we could hear at least three in the wood.  Let’s hope it’s a good year for mi-

grant birds and we get some summer weather! 

On that visit to Lackford lakes on 3rd March we could see all the duck and 

geese really well as the sun was shining brightly on a cold, crisp morning. 

There was nothing spectacular to see, but it was nice to note the plumage so 

clearly on the teal, wigeon, mallard and shoveler.  Strangely for Lackford, we 

didn’t see any snipe during our walk round - maybe that 

can be put down to old eyes not seeing as well as they 

used to.  A pair of grey wagtails having a drink from a small 

pool made up for the missing snipe. 

The reserve has had a lot of work done recently - a lot of reed has 

been cleared, the rejuvenating reeds will make good habitat for the small 

birds this year.  Also, some of the small wood area has been cleared to let in 

more light to the ground and encourage growth of low level vegetation.  The 

new paths also make walking round the reserve much easier. 

Much of the work done at Lackford is reflected in the work done in our   

Golden wood by the team of volunteers who hold monthly work parties to 

achieve their goal of keeping the wood in a viable condition for us and the 

wildlife to use all year round.  Please think about joining the work parties, or 

giving donations through the Friends of Golden wood scheme. 

Cliff Cooper 

Lawshall Ladies 
 

Lawshall Ladies meet once a month to take part in a wide range of social 

activities.   

Our next meeting will be a watercolour demonstration from Vernon Lever.  

For any further information about Lawshall  Ladies, please contact:            

Sarah Warboys 07885 470385 or Claire Ramsey 07415 195289 

Chiffchaff 

Snipe 
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01787 828808    

07780 546527 

wayne@waynemillsconstruction.com  

 

15 

 

 

Gerald Debenham with the BUR-

RELL 7HP SINGLE CYLINDER 

ENGINE  ‘Betty’ CF 7108, at the 

back of Coopers Farm in 1931.  

Remarkably Betty has survived 

and is still in working order, she 

was built in 1926.    

 

 

Garden Farm, Rectory Corner.  

Spencer Debenham with         

Ann Maria Debenham, his aunt, in 

about 1908.  The lady on the left 

was a school teacher in Lawshall. 

This photo is a good  example of 

how properties change over the 

years.  

 

In December 1919, Spencer Debenham bought two meadows, a house and 

the Foundry in Lawshall for £450.  In 1925 he was described as an           

Agricultural and Motor Engineer, Coal Merchant and Ford Specialist.  

 

If you enjoy looking at these old photos of the village and have any that 

you could share for the Archives, I would be very grateful.                  

Elizabeth Clarke   elizlawshall@btinternet.com 07813 430 985 
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